
CURRICULUM VITAE

Name : Geir Evensen
Title : Prof., Dr.
Position : Research Director, Professor II
Date of birth : 02.02.64
Citizenship : Norwegian

Work Address
Hydro Oil and Energy
Research Centre Bergen
PO box 7190
N–5020 Bergen, Norway

Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center
Thormhlensgt. 47
N-5006 Bergen
NORWAY

e–mail: Geir.Evensen@hydro.com
Phone: +47 55 99 62 70

Home Address
Nøttveitlia 16
N–5238 R̊adal
Norway

Phone: +47 55 139274
Cell: +47 93 090947

Education and employment

01.07.04–present Secondary position at Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center,
Bergen.

01.06.03–present Pricipal engineer at Hydro Research Centre, Bergen.

01.01.01–present: appointed a board Director in Ocean Numerics Ltd., a joint venture be-
tween NERSC and the UK based Fugro Geos Ltd.

12.07.00–12.08.00: appointed “professeur associé de 2eme catégorie” at L’École Nationale
Supérieure des Mines de Paris (one of the French Grand Écoles in engeneering), where
he spent four weeks lecturing and working with his french colleagues.

30.05.96–31.07.02: employed as a Professor II in applied mathematics (data assimilation/inverse
methods) at the Department of Mathemetics, University in Bergen.

01.01.96–01.06.2003: Research Director at NERSC with responsibility for the Climate and
Modelling Group. This group grew fairly large and was later split into the present Climate
Research Group and the Modelling and Data Assimilation Group managed by GE.

01.04.95–31.12.95: Research Leader at NERSC with responsibility for the Climate and Mod-
elling Group.

08.11.92–31.03.96: employed through a post. doc. grant from the Norwegian Research Coun-
cil (NRC), to continue the work with development of data assimilation methodologies for
nonlinear dynamical models. During this period the mandatory milletary service was also
completed working as a scientist in the Norwegian Navy but being located at NERSC.
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01.01.90–08.11.92: employed by the NRC as a Dr. Scient. stipendiat working at NERSC.
Defended the Dr. Scient. thesis in applied mathematics at the Department of Mathe-
matics, University in Bergen, 08.11.92. The thesis considered the development of data
assimilation methods for dynamical models in oceanography.

26.06.89–31.12.89: hired as a scientist at the Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing
Center (NERSC) working with ocean modelling.

19.06.89: completed Cand. Scient. thesis in applied mathematics (plasma dynamics) at the
Department of Mathematics, University in Bergen. Grades where (1.4, 1.4) on the final
exam and the thesis. Supervisor was Prof. A. H. Øien.

Previous:

Director of Research and Applications, with responsibility for the Modeling and Data Assimi-
lation activities 1996–2003 at the Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center, Bergen,
Norway

Professor II at the Department of Mathematics (1996-2003), UiB

The Research Council of Norway, 1993–1995
Post. Dr. fellowship, location at Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center, Bergen,
Norway

The Norwegian Research Council for Science and the Humanities, 1990–1992
Three year Ph. D. fellowship, location at Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center,
Bergen, Norway

Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center Bergen, Norway, 1989
Working with numerical and mathematical modelling of mesoscale oceanography.

Work experience

Following the completion of the Dr. Scient. thesis GE continued working on formulation and
development of mathematical and statistical methodologies for the integration of observations
with dynamical models, i.e., so called data assimilation methods. He developed and introduced
the now very popular Ensemble Kalman Filter (EnKF) which has received much attention
internationally and is being used in research centers worldwide.

Following the post. doc. the research was partly oriented away from theoretical development of
assimilation methods towards practical use of the methodologies with realistic ocean circulation
models. This required an extensive focus on model system development and a very flexible
and advanced ocean circulation model was implemented. The ocean circulation model has
been successfully used in international research projects and in several consulting projects for
international oil industry.

In particular, GE has developed and executed projects where met-ocean hindcast statistics is
derived from validated numerical models for several deep-water exploration areas around the
world. These projects have lead to the formation of Ocean Numerics Ltd. which is a company
tailored towards ocean current hindcasting and forecasting for the off-shore oil industry, see
e.g. the web page http://www.oceannumerics.com/ for further information.
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GE has participated in and managed several national and international research projects,
while building an internationally recognized group in ocean modelling and data assimilation.
In particular he was coordinator of two European Commission funded projects (DIADEM and
TOPAZ) which has lead to the development of a preoperational ocean monitoring and forecast-
ing system for the North Atlantic and the Nordic Seas. The system is based on integrated use
of observations from several satellite and in situ sensors together with ocean circulation models,
and has been operated for real time forecasting since September 2000. Work is now ongoing to
adapt the forecasting system in Ocean Numerics to develop a capability of delivering forecast
products supporting the offshore industry.

GEs research work is summarized in 37 scientific publications in international journals and
several reports to clients in industry projects.

Students

Previously supervised 3 Ph. D. students from the University in Bergen

Previously supervised three Cand. Scient. students. from the University in Bergen

Supervising one student for the degree, Ingenieur de la Meteorologie at Ecole Polytechnique,
1997.

Supervising three students from Ecole de Mines de Paris 1999-2001.

Supervising one student from Ecole Superieure de Mecanique de Marseille, 2000.

Currently supervising 2 Ph. D. students
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Other

Coordinator of then EC MAST–III DIADEM project during 1998–2001.

Coordinator of then EC FPV TOPAZ project during 2000–2003.

Participant in another 8 EC funded projects.

Coordinator of several research projects funded by among others the Norwegian Research
Council (NFR) and the European Space Agency (ESA).
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