
Vacant position: Post-Doctoral fellowship 
 
Background:  

The modeling team at Nansen Center consists of 15 researchers with main focus in data 
assimilation, coupled ocean - biogeochemical modeling and - sea ice modeling. 
Together, the team has developed the TOPAZ system, the official Arctic component in 
the Copernicus Marine Services (http://marine.copernicus.eu/) and has established a 
leading European position for operational ocean forecasting in the Arctic and Nordic 
Seas. The TOPAZ system is built on the HYCOM ocean model, which has been used at 
NERSC for over 10 years and constitutes the core of all its modeling and data 
assimilation activities. In the coming years, surface waves will be added to the 
Copernicus Marine Services, and the ocean and wave models should be weakly coupled 
in order to provide consistent forecasts. 	  	  
The TOPAZ system provides lateral boundary conditions to an eddy-resolving ROMS 
model of the Norwegian coast, run by MET Norway. The RETROSPECT project is lead 
by MET Norway and aims to provide a high-resolution reanalysis of the physical state of 
the ocean in the Lofoten area, using ocean observations in an optimal way. The project 
results will be used for oil spill drift models and biophysical models.  
 

The Position:  
NERSC is looking for a post-doc to carry out ocean modeling developments in 
wave-ocean coupling. The position is fully supported by the Research Council of 
Norway for a period of two years, and can be continued depending on performance and 
funding. The goals of the position are  

- To include the effect of surface waves into the HYCOM model currents  
- To participate to research cruises in the Lofoten area  
- To validate the ocean model against the measurements collected during the 

campaigns and other relevant observations.  
 

Requirements: 
The candidate should hold a PhD in physical oceanography or applied mathematics. 
Experience with ocean models and expertise in ocean waves are advantageous. The 
position should start as soon as possible. The salary is following the Norwegian 
government University salary scale (between step 57 and step 61, respectively 483,400 
and 519,500 NOK gross salary per year in 2015).  
 
Please send your application (consisting of a CV, motivation letter and contact of 2 or 3 
references) by e-mail to Laurent.bertino@nersc.no (with copy to admin@nersc.no) within 
the 15th August 2015. Use the subject “application for a post-doctoral position in ocean 
modeling”.  
	  


